PLANNED GIVING

“Planned giving” means simply thinking ahead as to how you can best help St. Mary’s financially without hurting yourself or, better yet, while benefiting yourself.  Some ways are simple, such as:

· Donating appreciated stock.  These stocks have gone up in value and will cost you tax dollars.  But if you donate them as indicated by clicking on “Stock Transfers,” you can unload the stock and the tax, get your deduction, and help St. Mary’s, all  in one single stroke.  But you must have held the stock for a year and a day to get fair market value.                                                                                                                                                                  
· Sign a pledge form to give so much to St. Mary’s each year for X number of years.  You will know how many dollars to budget each year for your gift.  You will help St. Mary’s with the cash and a signed pledge will give us collateral with our lenders.

· Include St. Mary’s in your will.  Your gift will reduce the amount of your estate to your heirs subject to probate and taxes.  Be sure you look into a living trust to save your inheritance taxes.  And do let us know you have included us.  God bless you for thinking ahead.















· Consider a trust of some sort.  A charitable remainder trust (CRT) may allow you to live off the income of your possessions completely tax-free and still let the possessions pass on to St. Mary’s.  You could still give the full value of these possessions to your heirs by using part of the annual proceeds to pay for a “Wealth Replacement Policy.”  The idea is proven and is a completely legal mechanism crafted by our lawmakers to help non-profits such as St. Mary’s..

There are many other tax-advantaged methods of helping you as well as St. Mary’s.  We shall be happy to discuss these strategies with you in full confidentiality.  We have expert lawyers and accountants to help you in complete privacy.

For more information on these more sophisticated ways of giving that can turn around and actually benefit you, call our office.  Leave a message for planned giving advice and we will get back to you.  Our number is (415) 929-4696, or you may call the chair of our Planned Giving Committee, Mr. Jerry Lee, Esq., in his law office at (415) 788-8013.

