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8TH GRADE SYLLABUS


I.) ALGEBRA I

Grades:
Homework/Notebook



25%



Group Work




25%



Quizzes




25%



Tests





25%










100%

Requirements:
Homework: Homework will be given most every night. Students will be expected to complete homework on the night it is assigned. All assignments are to be completed in the homework section of your notebook. Students are expected to complete all work neatly and correct it in red pen the following day. Assignments that meet all the guidelines specified in class on the previous day will be given full credit. Incomplete and missng assignments will receive a grade of zero unless a homework pass is used. However, all late and incomplete assignments should be made up for the notebook grade. This grade will constitute 12.5% of your final grade for each quarter. Remember, all work must always be shown in a format that I can follow or as you were directed in class!
Notebook: Each student should have two notebooks for this subject. One notebook will be used for notes and the other notebook will be used for all homework assignments. Each student is expected to take notes on their own or when assigned to do so. I will grade these notebooks once each quarter. In order to receive full credit your work must meet the following criteria: 1.) correctly labeled and dated, 2.) completed neatly, 3.) graded in a red pen, and 4.) completed according to the directions given during class. All notes-notebooks should be kept until after you have graduated from the 8th grade! They serve as an excellent resource when you are preparing for your Iowa Test of Basic Skills and for your high school entrance exams. This grade will constitute 12.5% of your final grade for each quarter.
Folder: Each student is expected to keep a folder. All handouts, worksheets, signed tests, quizzes, and group work assignments should be kept in this folder.
Group Work: Students will be asked to complete some assignments within the context of a group. These assignments will be collected and given a grade. Even though these assignments are completed within the context of a group, each student will be graded on an individual basis. These assignments are intended to give students the opportunity to help and teach one another. When showing work, always work down and use no more than two columns on your group work. If work is not show, full credit cannot be earned! This grade will constitute 25% of your final grade in Algebra I.
Quizzes: Quizzes will be given at least once during each chapter. I expect all quizzes to be headed correctly, signed by your parents after they are graded and kept in your Algebra I folder. This grade will constitute 25% of your final grade in Algebra I for each quarter.
Tests: Tests will be given at the end of each of chapter. Students will be expected to correct and get the test signed the day that it is returned. Half credit will be given for all correct corrections. Corrections are to be completed on a separate sheet of paper. In order to earn half credit for your corrections you must meet the following criteria: 1.) the directions must be rewritten, 2.) the problem that is being corrected must be clearly rewritten, 3.) any diagrams or drawings that are part of the problem must be rewritten, 4.) if the problem being corrected is a word problem the entire word problem must be rewritten, 5.) all work must be shown, and 6.) the correct answer must be neatly and clearly written. This grade will constitute 25% of the final grade for each quarter.
II.) RELIGION

Grades:
Homework/Notebook



25%



Projects/Essays



25%



Oral Presentations



25%



Tests





25%



















100%

Requirements:

Homework: Homework will be assigned as deemed appropriate. All homework assignments are to be completed in the correct section of the notebook on the night it is assigned unless stated otherwise. As the assignment is reviewed during class the following day, students are expected to correct the assignment with a red pen. If assignments meet all of the expectations as explained in class on the previous day and are labeled and headed correctly, then students will earn full credit. All incomplete or missing assignments will receive a grade of zero unless a homework pass is used. If a homework pass is not used on an incomplete or missing assignment, then that assignment needs to be made up for the notebook grade. This will constitute 12.5% of the final grade on your report card for each quarter.
Notebook: Each student should maintain a notebook for this class and this notebook should be a 3-subject notebook. All homework assignments should be completed in the correct section of the notebook. I will grade this notebook once each quarter. In order to obtain full credit the following criteria must be met: 1.) all assignments are dated and labeled correctly, 2.) all assignments are completed neatly, 3.) all assignments are corrected with a red pen, 4.) all assignments are completed according to the instructions given on the day the assignment was announced. The sections of this notebook should be labeled as follows: 1.) Outline, 2.) Activities, and 3.) Class-Notes. This will constitute 12.5% of the final grade on your report card for each quarter.
Folder: Each student is expected to keep a folder for religion. All handouts and worksheets, signed tests, projects, and oral presentation evaluation forms for religion should be kept in this folder.
Projects/Essays: Students will be asked to complete an essay or an art type project that will require critical thinking and the application of the concepts taught in a particular chapter. These assignments might also require students to determine how these concepts or ideas affect them or how they can apply what we have learned in a particular chapter to their own lives. Once I have graded these assignments, I expect them to be signed by your parents and kept in your religion folder. These projects will constitute 25% of the final religion grade for each quarter.
Oral Presentations: Students will be expected to complete oral presentations at the end of each chapter but before the chapter test is given. I will place each student in a group. Each group will have a total of no more than four students. While students will each receive an individual grade for most of their work, a small portion of the grade is based on the group’s overall performance on this assessment. These projects will be presented by the group to the class in the form of an oral presentation. Every group must use a visual (poster, pictures, graphs, costumes, video, etc.). If the topic lends itself to the development of a skit, students are encouraged to develop one. In other words, use your imagination. However, when in doubt ask! Everyone in your group must present part of the oral report. You must deliver as much of your oral presentation from memory as you can. You may refer to notes but do not read from your poster. Make sure that you speak loudly, clearly, and make eye contact with your audience. Your presentation must be at least one minute in length per group member. This grade will constitute 25% of your final grade in religion for each quarter.
Tests: Tests will be given at the end of each chapter. I expect all tests to be signed and kept in the religion folder. This grade will constitute 25% of your final grade in religion for each quarter.

III.) SCIENCE

Grades:
Homework/Notebook




25%



Quizzes





25%



Oral Presentations/Labs/Science Fair


25%



Tests






25%











100%

Requirements:

Homework: All homework assignments need to be completed in the correct section of your science notebook and all assignments need to be completed as directed in class. When homework assignments are reviewed the next day, you need to correct your assignments with a red pen. When assignments are completed as directed, full credit will be earned. Incomplete or missing assignments will receive a grade of zero unless a homework pass is used. Any incomplete or missing assignments should be made up for the notebook grade. Homework will constitute 12.5% of your final science grade for each quarter.
Notebook: All homework assignments should be completed in the correct section of your science notebook and this notebook should be a 3-subject notebook. Each of the three sections of this notebook should be labeled as follows: 1.) Outline, 2.) Section Assessment, 3.) Class Notes/Activities. 
I will grade the science notebook once each quarter. In order to receive full credit for this assessment you must meet the following criteria: 1.) all assignments are dated and labeled correctly, 2.) all assignments are completed in the correct section of your notebook, 3.) all assignments are completed neatly according to the directions given in class and, 4.) all assignments are graded using a red pen. This grade will constitute 12.5% of your final science grade for each quarter.

Folder: Each student is expected to keep a science folder. All handouts, signed quizzes, labs, science fair assignments or the science fair project, oral project presentation evaluation forms, and tests should be kept in the science folder. 

Quizzes: Quizzes will be given periodically throughout each quarter. In order to earn full credit all quizzes need to be headed correctly and completed neatly following all the directions given during class. I expect all quizzes to be signed by your parents and returned the next day. All quizzes are to be kept in your science folder. This grade will constitute 25% of the science grade for each quarter.
Labs: Students will be required to complete labs within the context of a group. These labs will be collected and given a grade. Even though these labs are completed within the context of a group, each student will be graded on an individual basis. These assignments are intended to give students the opportunity to have hands on experiences with science. All labs need to be headed correctly and all work must be shown and complete sentences used when completing the lab. If work is not shown, full credit cannot be earned! This grade will constitute 12.5% of the Oral Presentations/Labs/Science Fair grade for the first and fourth quarters. During the second and third quarters this grade will constitute 8.33% of the Oral Presentations/Labs/Science Fair grade.
Oral Presentations: For specific requirements, please refer to the Religion section. Only one oral project will be assigned in science for each quarter. Additional requirements for science include showing and explaining all work for presentations that require a solution for a mathematical type problem. During the first and fourth quarters this will constitute 12.5% of the Oral Presentations/Labs/Science Fair grade. During the second and third quarters this will constitute 8.33% of the Oral Presentations/Labs/Science Fair grade.

Science Fair: During the second quarter, we will begin preparing for the Science Fair, which will be held sometime in January. During the second quarter all of the assignments related to the science fair will be averaged to formulate this grade. During the third quarter your actual science fair display and report will comprise this grade. For the second and third quarters this grade will constitute 8.33% of your final grade as well as 8.33% of your Oral Presentations/Labs/Science Fair grade. Your attention and effort on this project is strongly encouraged!

Tests: Tests will be given at the end of each chapter. I will expect all tests to be returned signed and kept in your science folder. This grade will constitute 25% of the final science grade for each quarter.

IV.) SIGNED ASSIGNMENTS

You will be required to have all tests, quizzes, projects, labs, and other assessments/evaluations signed by your parents. 
V.) MISSED ASSIGNMENTS DUE TO ABSENCES

If you miss any assignments, tests or quizzes due to an absence, you need to make up these assignments, tests or quizzes as soon as possible. All homework assignments missed due to an absence will receive full credit when they are completed. If you do not make up an assignment before the closing out of the quarter, then that assignment will be graded as a zero.

From time to time I may decide that a particular assignment does not need to be made up. If this is the case, the missing assignment will not count against your grade. Your final grade will be averaged as if that assignment were never given. However, I need to stress, this will occur very infrequently and I will notify you or your parents in person. You need to assume that every assignment you miss needs to be made up, unless I tell you otherwise.

VI.) RECESS (10:25 – 10:35 am)

During recess time you will either go out to the yard or be asked to remain in your assigned seat. Talking with your friends outside or in the classroom should always be conducted using a conversational tone of voice. If you need to use the restroom, you need to sign your name on the board and follow the directions of the teacher in charge when remaining inside for recess.
VII.) LUNCH-RECESS (12:25 – 1:00 pm)

You must be in the lunch-recess line or attending any of the following activities that includes but is not limited to student council, teacher aid, big brother/sister, school newspaper, assisting office staff, etc. You must have supervision by a teacher, if you are attending an extracurricular activity during this time. Do not take it upon yourself to stay in from Lunch-Recess! You must be ready to line up by 12:25 pm. When walking to the Recreation Center, you are expected to walk in a double line, keep the same pace as the teacher in charge, hold all equipment with two hands, remain next to your partner (shoulder to shoulder) and be aware of other pedestrians. If you are attending one of the activities stated above, you are expected to return from these activities by 1:00 pm.
VIII.) HOMEWORK PASSES

Periodically students will be offered opportunities to earn homework passes that will permit students to miss homework assignments without penalty. These passes may only be used on the assignments that I specify. Some assignments will be required and homework passes may not be used. These assignments will include but are not limited to assignments requiring a parent signature, oral presentations, science fair assignments, display, and report, and any other assignments that I decide are exempt from homework passes.

Homework passes should not be used because you do not want to complete an assignment. Instead homework passes should be used when an unforeseen event takes place. These events might include when you are ill at night and are unable to complete your assignment. Another event might be when your parent’s car breaks down and you don’t get home until very late. And another might be when your basketball game goes into overtime and you arrive home too late at night to finish all of your homework.
If class time is given for homework, you must use this time to complete the assignment given for that class. You cannot work on other assignments or sit idly at your desk because you have already incorrectly decided to use a homework pass.

IX.) BONUS POINTS

Periodically students will be offered opportunities to earn bonus points that can be used to improve your final average. These points may be earned specific to a subject or they may be open bonus points. This means they may be used in any subject at my discretion. You may use no more than three bonus points per subject, per quarter.

Every student can earn three bonus points during each quarter by meeting the following criteria. Once a quarter has ended, you will be given an opportunity to produce 90% of your signed quizzes group work assignments, science labs, religion projects/essays, and tests. You may produce the signed papers for religion, science, and Algebra I classes only. The only signed papers that will qualify for these three bonus points are the ones that are signed and have been stamped by me when I checked the parent signature. Once a quarter has ended, signed papers from that quarter are no longer reviewed by me for a stamp.

X.) TEXTBOOKS

Textbooks are on loan to students for the academic school year. Each student assumes responsibility for the books in the following areas: That they are kept covered for the entire year. That they are not lost, damaged, or defaced in any way. If a book is damaged you are required to make the necessary repairs. If a book is damaged beyond repair or lost the student is responsible for the cost of replacing that book.

XI.) RELIGION & SCIENCE OUTLINES/ACTIVITIES/SECTION ASSESSMENTS

All religion and science outlines, activities, and section assessment assignments must be completed by hand using your best printing or cursive writing. You may not use the computer to complete these assignments. These assignments should be completed in the correct notebook and in the correct section of the notebook for that subject.

XII.) DISCIPLINE/DRESS CODE/ELECTRONIC DEVICES/HONOR ROLL

Conduct and dress code violation slips will be sent home, as I deem necessary. Any slip sent home is required to be signed by your parents or guardians and returned to me the next day. There will be no exceptions!

All students and parents should read the Parent/Student Handbook completely. When reading this handbook make sure you understand the expectations concerning student conduct, dress code and the requirements for the Honor Roll. This is your guide as well as mine concerning the expectations of St. Mary’s Chinese Day School. I am expected to enforce the policies contained in this handbook and you are expected to follow the policies contained in this handbook. There are no exceptions!

You also need to carefully read the section of the Parent/Student Handbook concerning electronic devices. If you have an electronic device at school, it should remain in your backpack. I should not hear this device or see it in your possession. If you are caught with any electronic device in your possession, I will confiscate this device from you and a conduct slip may be sent home!

XIII.) SCHOOL MOTTO

· To Learn

· To Love

· To Live

XIV.) SCHOOL-WIDE LEARNING EXPECTATIONS (SWLE’s)
All students of St. Mary’s Chinese Day School are students of CLASS. Upon graduating from St. Mary’s you should be proficient in all of the school-wide expectations listed below.
	School-Wide Learning Expectations
	Code

	Critical Thinker
	= red

	Life Long Learner
	= blue

	Active Listener & Effective Communicator
	= yellow

	Spiritually Open
	= purple

	Socially & Environmentally Aware
	= green


All graded work that is sent home for a parent signature needs to be coded according to the school-wide learning expectations met by that test, quiz, lab, oral project, and essay/project. 

XV.) APPOINTMENTS

If a student or a parent needs to see me about any situations that might occur throughout the year please call the office or me at mrryansf@aol.com to set up an appointment. I find that showing up before school or after school without an appointment does not give adequate time to resolve a problem. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated.
XVI.) AMENDMENTS

Amendments can be made to this document or my classroom policies as situations warrant. This will be done in writing.
XVII.) HEADING FORMATS 
When heading your assignments use the following formats given below. Remember, heading your assignments correctly is always part of your grade.

Algebra I Notes Notebook:
	Lesson #
	Date


Algebra I Homework Notebook:

	Pages _?_ - _?_; #’s (_?_ - _?_) all or evens
	Date


Algebra I Group Work Assignments
	Name (First Blue Line)
	(On first & second blue lines) 

Group Work _?_ 
	(Upper Right Hand Corner)Book #

(First Blue Line) Date 

	Pg. _?_; #’s (_?_ - _?_) evens
	Pre- Algebra
	St. Mary’s CLASS


On the school-wide learning expectations “St. Mary’s CLASS” you need to circle in color the letter for the school-wide learning expectation(s) that apply for this particular assignment. 

Algebra I Quizzes
	Name (First Blue Line)
	(On first & second blue lines) 

Quiz _?_ 
	(Upper Right Hand Corner)Book #

(First Blue Line) Date 

	Pg. _?_; #’s (_?_ - _?_) evens
	Algebra I
	St. Mary’s CLASS


In most cases your quizzes will be in the form of a handout. In these situations you will write in your name, date, and St. Mary’s CLASS as directed when the quiz is given.

Religion & Science Outlines (Notebook)

	
	Chapter _?_

Title 
	Date


Once you have done this at the beginning of a new chapter, you no longer date or label the outline assignments. From this point forward, your outline needs to be completed neatly, indented correctly, and corrected with a red pen.

Religion & Science Class Notes/Activities (Notebook)

	Sometimes this is left blank. But on other occasions you may need to label using one of the following:
	

	Using Math Pg. _?_

Section Assessment _?_: Pg. _?_; # _?_ 
	Date


Religion Activities Section (Notebook)
	Activity Pg. _?_
	Date


Science Section Assessment Section (Notebook)

	Section Assessment _?_
	Pg. _?_; #’s (_?_ - _?_)
	Date


Science Labs

	Name (First Blue Line)
	(On first & second blue lines) 

Lab _?_ 
	(Upper Right Hand Corner)Book #

(First Blue Line) Date 

	Title
	Science
	St. Mary’s CLASS


Computer Science

Header

	Name (First Line)
	(On first & second lines) 

Project _?_ 
	(Upper Right Hand Corner)Book #

(First Line) Date 

	Title
	
	St. Mary’s CLASS


Make sure that every section or part of a project is labeled. Also, always skip a space between each of these parts. 

Footer
	Mr. Ryan
	Computer Science
	Across the Curriculum Subject


The across the curriculum subject is always “right justified.” 

(Cut on Line Above)

8th Grade Syllabus Sign-Off Form

Student Number_____

_____Yes, I have read the 8th grade syllabus for Mr. Ryan’s classes.

Parent’s Signature___________________________________________________

Student’s Signature__________________________________________________

Return by Friday, September 4, 2009
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